My War Memories, 1914-1918
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The territory administered by the Commander-in-Chief in the East stretched southwards to parts of the Lines-of-Communica-tion area of the Army Group under Field-Marshal Prince Leopold. These had formerly been the areas through which the I2th Army advanced and subsequently had its lines of communication. The Forest of Bialoviesa also came under the administration of the Commander-in-Chief in the East. Its organization followed the changes in the L. of C. areas, and the two developed side by side. Up to the end of 1915 and 1916 the following administrative provinces had been created: Courland, Lithuania, Suwalki, Vilna, Grodno and Bialystok. This arrangement was changed later. Suwalki and Vilna were combined to form the administrative province of Vilna. At my desire, on my departure in July, 1916, the provinces of Vilna and Lithuania were combined under the administration of Lithuania. In the first instance, Grodno was joined to Bialystok and in the autumn of 1917 all this enlarged district was incorporated in Lithuania.
The Chief Administrators of Courland and Lithuania have attracted much public attention.
Major von Gossler administered Courland in an unobtrusive and impartial manner. He was a member of the Reichstag, a lord' of the manor and an ex-Landrat. Since 1905 the Baits had been very embittered against the Letts. He understood not only how to make the former more conciliatory, but also how to win the sympathy of the latter and gain their active co-operation. In Courland they still speak with gratitude and appreciation of his just and far-seeing administration.
Lieut.-Colonel Prince von Isenburg, in Lithuania, was more impulsive, perhaps too much so. He was an energetic man who managed his family estates admirably. My attention was first drawn to him in occupied Poland, where he had taken a
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